
An Invitation  
We would like to offer to arrange a         
Vocations Forum at your school.  It allows 
students to learn about Priesthood,      
Marriage and Consecrated Life first-hand 
from young people living these vocations. 
   

What is a Vocations Forum? 
Part 1: stories 
It is a panel of 5-8 speakers from           
different vocations: Consecrated Life, 
Married Life and the Priesthood.  Each 
speaker gives a 5 minute testimony 
about how they came to discover their 
vocation as a young person.   
Part 2: questions 
Students are then given a chance to ask 
questions (either anonymously in writing 
or verbally). Some previous questions 
have included: 
Á How do you know God is real? 
Á (Ï× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ȬÈÅÁÒȭ 'ÏÄȩ 
Á What is it like living in a brotherhood? 
Á Why do priests have to be celibate? 
Á Have you ever regretted your choice? 
Á Do you get tempted? 
 

What does it cost? 
This is a free service. 

How large can the group be? 
We are happy to speak to groups of any 
size from single classes to year group.  
Larger groups are preferable as they   
enables more students to benefit. 
   

Is it for same sex or co-ed schools? 
A Vocations Forum can be held at any 
school.  When you book a Vocations Fo-
rum, we will take into account whether 
your school is solely for boys or for girls 
or if it is co-educational and we will se-
lect speakers accordingly. 
 

What year classes is this for?   
Studies indicate that the best years to 
address young people about vocations 
are Years 7 & 11.  However, we are open 
to providing this service to any year 
group you consider would benefit from 
attending a Vocations Forum. 
 

What days is it available? 
On any day (with sufficient notice).   
 

To arrange a Vocations Forum  
Contact Elizabeth Arblaster 9390 5937 or 
elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org 

Ȱ&ÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃȦ  ! ÖÅÒÙ ÅÎÒÉÃÈÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕȤ
dents.  I would definitely recommend it to other 
R.E. #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒÓȢȱ  

Marian Butler, Marist Penshurst 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÓÔÉÃȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÅÎÇÁÇÉÎÇȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÍÅ ÍÏÓÔ 
was that it was so real for where these kids are at.  It 
was not threatening and it was so honest and raw.  
There was such an engaging range of speakers and the 
panel would answer every question.  I would absolutely 
ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄ ÉÔȢȱ 

Jodie Hughes,  Aquinas College Menai 
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Fr Michael de Stoop entered the 
seminary at the age of 21 and was 
ordained in 2001.  He is the parish 
priest of St Benedict's, Broadway 
and the Director of Vocations, 
Archdiocese of Sydney. 

Sr Mary Rachel is a consecrated 
sister with the Dominican Sisters 
of St Cecilia.  In 2010, 23 women 
joined their novitiate in the USA.  
In Sydney, the sisters work in 
schools and a uni chaplaincy. 

Epeli Qimaqima is a sixth year 
seminarian.  His formation is 
taking place at the Seminary of 
the Good Shepherd, Homebush, 
with 36 others.  He is studying at 
the Catholic Institute of Sydney.  

Lorena Portocarrero is a lay   
consecrated woman with the 
Marian Community of Reconcilia-
tion (Fraternas).  She is currently 
studying psychology at the     
University of NSW. 

Br Ben Johnson is a religious 
brother with the Capuchin Friars.  
(Å ÓÁÙÓ Ȱ#ÁÐÕÃÈÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ 
to call me out from myself to 
serve the Church faithfully by 
ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢȱ 

Sarah Drum is married - after 
spending a year on the Catholic 
Youth Services mission team - 
and has recently had her first 
child.  She is studying social sci-
ences at the University of Sydney. 

Speakers include... 


